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A MURDER IS
ANNOUNCED

by Leslie Darbon
Adapted from Agatha Christie's novel
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Director - Taunia Wheeler
Stage Manager - Sundrina Barlow
Assistant Stage Manager - Spencer Johnson
Props - McKenna Christiansen
Costumes - Loretta Allen
Sound Technician - Matt Wallis
Light Technician - Bella Allred
Wigs & Makeup - Rachel Fuchs
Set Construction - Daniel Jackson, TC George, Raelynn
Gaskill, Derek Meanea, Sundrina Barlow, Jeff Allen, Loretta
Allen, Taysia Tello, Haiden Gaskill, Spencer Johnson, Emily
Walker, Sundrina Barlow, McKenna Christiansen
Set Painting - McKenna Christiansen, Nashelle Jackson
Poster Design - Amber Young
Playbill Layout - Larissa Pearson
Headshots - Joie Madison

Special Thanks
Family & Friends & Supporters of 10 Years of VT:L

PRODUCTION TEAM

The action takes place in two drawing-rooms in an early
Victorian house in Chipping Cleghorn which have been

made into one room.

SETTING

Scene I: The morning of Friday the 13th
Scene II: 6:10pm the same day

Scene III: The following Saturday morning

ACT ONE

INTERMISSION

ACT TWO
Scene I: The following Sunday afternoon
Scene II: The following Monday morning

Scene III: 6pm the same day

DIRECTOR NOTE
This is my second Agatha Christie production and I have discovered
that I really do love directing a good "whodunit"! I love the clues, the
secrets, the twists - and trying to keep the audience looking in the
wrong direction at exactly the right time. But what I love most is
directing here at Vernal Theatre: LIVE and being part of this wonderful
theatre family.
Those who work with me know that when I suddenly have a better idea
in rehearsal, I announce, "I changed my "other" mind!" This cast started
keeping track. At last count, we're past twenty. Ha.
Theatre brings together the most wonderful people. We work hard,
laugh a lot, change our minds occasionally (or 20 times), and
somewhere along the way become family.
To my cast and crew, thank you for trusting all of my minds. And to our
audience: watch carefully and trust no one. 
After all...this is Agatha Christie.

Taunia Wheeler

MISS MARPLE – Rachel Wells
LETITIA BLACKLOCK – Rachel Benjamin
DORA BUNNER – Emily Walker
JULIA SIMMONS – Taysia Tello
PATRICK SIMMONS – TC George
MITZI – Naomi Mortenson
PHILLIPA HAYMES – Raelynn Gaskill
MRS. SWETTENHAM – Myndee Hanberg
EDMUND SWETTENHAM – Derek Meanea
INSPECTOR CRADDOCK – Jeff Allen
RUDI SCHERZ / SGT MELLORS – Spencer Johnson
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When the unexpected happens, you
need care you can count on — fast. Our
emergency department is staffed 24/7
with experienced physicians, nurses and
caregivers trained to respond to health
concerns like sudden chest pain and
broken bones to severe allergic reactions
and serious injuries. We’re nationally
accredited in chest pain care by the
American College of Cardiology, and we
bring the same commitment to every
patient and every condition. It’s how we
specialize in you.

Your emergency
care, close and
convenient. 

Learn more at 
.com.AshleyRegional

Get your tickets at Davis Food & Drug or at the door!

 
with 2 nights of professional and local youth storytellers

 Tim Lowry Mo Reynolds 
replaces the top hat MoReynoldstravelsthe 
and tails of an old-fash- country creating con-
ioned showman with nections through story. 
a seersucker suit, mix-Reynolds often weaves ing personal stories, folk and
fairy tales with folk tales, tall tales, her own lived
experienc-

and American history with a distinctive- es, unlocking new ways to 
ly Southern flavor. Tim is continually on see ourselves in both. Every story carries her
the road performing at festivals, schools, distinct, personal touch. 
libraries, and corporate events across the 
country. www.storytellertimlowry.com › https://www.moreynolds.com
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Under14must be
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scan for info

Celebrate the Vernal Equinox

Symposium
Fridaythe 19th 







CAST BIOS CAST BIOS
Rachel Benjamin  Letitia Blacklock
"If you have to have a difficult conversation with someone, try
using a British accent. You will either gain their respect, or they
will “die” laughing.
I would say “no pun intended,” but this is Agatha Christie, after
all."

Rachel Wells   Miss Marple
"I’m thrilled to portray Agatha Christie’s most famous amateur
sleuth. As a nursing student who has spent most of my life living
next to cemeteries—and even living inside an actual mortuary
for a few months—playing a character obsessed with death
feels strangely normal! Sending a massive thank-you to my
wonderful husband and kids for holding down the fort while I
play detective every night. Enjoy the mystery!"

Raelynn Gaskill  Phillipa Haymes 
"I am so thankful for this experience, and have loved every bit of
it. Never would I imagine my second role would be this large.
From backstage, in the booth, to on stage, I have loved being
part of this amazing community and am grateful to everyone
who believed in me, supported me, and gave me a chance.
Shout out to my mommy for pushing me to audition when I
wasn't sure."

Spencer Johnson   Rudi Scherz / Sgt Mellors
Spencer has enjoyed appearing on this stage about once a year
since his VT:L debut in The Music Man in Season Two, and
appreciates his family for supporting him in these adventures.
He hopes you enjoy trying to figure out “whodunnit!”

Taysia Tello   Julia Simmons
Becky is a mom of 9, and she is grateful to be in this show with
her husband and son. She loves singing, playing the piano,
reading, making jewelry, playing games with her family, and
watching a good show with popcorn. "Thank you to my big kids
for taking charge at home these past several weeks. I love you
guys!"

TC George  Patrick Simmons
"Oh, I love this magical time of year, the leaves change color, the
weather gets cooler and Murder mysteries abound! I absolutely
love being in theatre, whether it's on stage behind the scenes or
in the tech-booth. There is nothing like working in this amazing
theatre with such an amazing cast and crew. Thank you to my
family and friends who support me!"

Derek Meanea  Edmund Swettenham
“Hello all! Thank you so much for coming to my show. You know,
it was quite an endeavor writing this book/play. There are many
meticulous details I had to get right or else it would all fall apart!
The murder that is. I, Edmund Swetenham, sincerely hope you
enjoy my book-I mean play, and if it is your birthday, happiest of
birthdays to you!”

Emily Walker  Dora Bunner
Emily is thrilled to be back onstage at Vernal Theatre: LIVE! Last
seen as "Wendy" in Peter Pan, you may recognize her as "Harriet"
(Emma), an "Angsty Clown" (Matilda), or a "Singing Nun" (Sound
of Music). Emily also loves helping backstage with costumes,
props, directing, and more. Emily would like to send a huge
thank you to her family for supporting her: “I love you more than
grapes!”

Jeff Allen   Inspector Craddock
You might remember Jeff from such films as The Concrete
Asphalt and The Sun Never Sweats. He's glad to be back on
stage in Season 11 here at VT:L as "Inspector Craddock". Enjoy the
show and tell all your friends!

Myndee Hanberg   Mrs. Swettenham
"What an adventure! I’m so grateful to be part of this wonderfully
mysterious production. A huge thank you to my family for
surviving the rehearsals, repeated lines, and my occasional flair
for the dramatic—strictly for character research, of course. It’s
been unforgettable! Now, welcome to Little Paddocks… where
everyone has a secret, nothing is quite what it seems, and the
truth is waiting in the wings."

Naomi Mortenson   Mitzi
"Oh you like to see me on stage, yes? I make show extra special
for you tonight! But you must know, I not speak English too good
so try to listen! And if you listen close, you find out who the
murderer is too. Enjoy my show! Thank you! You’re welcome!
Szeretlek T és Zel!!"
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