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KISS ME, KATE
MUSIC AND LYRICS BY COLE PORTER
BOOK BY SAM AND BELLA SPEWACK

Musical recording provided by The MT Pit L.L.C.
www.themtpit.com

KISS ME, KATE is presented by arrangement with Concord 
Theatricals on behalf of Tams Witmark LLC

www.concordtheatricals.com

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO AND/
OR VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTING 

RECORDINGS OR STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, 
IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)’S RIGHTS AND 

ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT LAW.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT:

https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists

VERNAL THEATRE: LIVE
PROUDLY PRESENTS

Alan Olive
Alexandra Gingell

Erin Brown
Erledine & Jay Wright

Galen Merkley
Heidi Engelbert
Janalee Collett
Jann Thacker
Jessup Davies

Kara Young
Kevin Remington

Kyle Diebold
Linda Mitchell
Natalie Stone
NilaDe Vader
Obern Mayes
Relin Wallis

Ruth Young
Savanna Appleman

Susan Stamper
Sylvia Jenkins

Taunia Wheeler
Theresa Rayne
Vernie Heeney
Zachery Bean

SEASON 9 CORPORATE SPONSORS

Donors

Evans Family Media

Ashley Regional Medical Center
Kent & Gayle Brown

Vernal Floral

Copy Stop
Lon & Janet Pearson

Reed Hansen
Vernal Chamber of Commerce

Joie Madison Photography
Katie Flaniken
Taunia Wheeler

Adara Aesthetics
Fastenal

Platinum Sponsors

Diamond Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors



cast list

POPS / PADUA PRIEST.................................... Bronson Merrill

HATTIE / “BIANCA” SINGER.......................... Stephanie Barker

PAUL / “BIANCA” SINGER.................................Preston Barker

RALPH (STAGE MANAGER)..........................Melissa Francisco

LOIS LANE / BIANCA MINOLA...................... Korinne Peacock

BILL CALHOUN / LUCENTIO............................Devin Reynolds

LILLI VANESSI / KATHARINE MINOLA.............Crystal Thomas

DANCE CAPTAIN / GREGORY.............................. Emma Curtis

FRED GRAHAM / PETRUCHIO.........................Andrew Bentley

HARRY TREVOR / BAPTISTA MINOLA.............. Parry Peacock

STAGEHAND #1 / NATHANIEL.................................. Elly Young

FIRST MAN (THUG) / “AIDE” TO KATE....................... Jeff Allen

SECOND MAN (THUG) / “AIDE” TO KATE..... Landyn Anderton

GEN HOWELL AIDE / GREMIO............................ Isaac Merrick

GEN HOWELL AIDE / HORTENSIO......................... Zach Bean

STAGEHAND #2 / PHILIP................................. Sydnie Hanberg

STAGEHAND #3 / HABERDASHER.........................Riley Curtis

GENERAL HARRISON HOWELL..........................Alan Peacock

WARDROBE LADY / “BIANCA” SINGER....... Kathryn Peacock

ENSEMBLE...............................Maycee Allred, Maggie Barrus,

Ryan Bartholomeusz, Kinley Rich, Samantha Saine

To My Dearest:

Nashelle, I can’t thank you enough for the bold task of starting the theatre, and 
driving it through nine wonderful years. Countless lives have been bettered, lifelong 
friendships cultivated, and hearts changed through the endless stream of art and 
beauty created here.

Jen, thank you so much for trusting me with this role. “Fred” has truly been a dream 
and I am so grateful for that which we were able to build.

Taunia, you are an inspiration and the gold standard for love and compassion. 
Thank you for being a constant pillar in my world. Love ya.

Ken, I don’t know if there is anyone who can compare with your adeptness and skill 
at the art of building. From Betty to Brats I am in awe of your ability to craft.

To the rest of the Production staff, Thank you for the thankless jobs of keeping us 
dressed, in line, in light, and sounding amazing. I love you all.

Alan, thank you for yelling at me. I need it more than you know.

Cast, know that I am always ashamed that I don’t have something clever for each 
and every one you, but alas I am too timid to attempt one individually. Fred says, 
“you are unique, and I love each and every one of you.” It’s such a diverse cast that 
has so many different talents, that I can’t even begin to describe how fun it has been 
watching you grow and morph into this cohesive group full of love and joy. It’s been 
so fun to reconnect with so many old friends and even more fun to meet some new 
ones. Well maybe not Preston, but everyone else for sure.

Devin and Korinne. I was trying to remember back to the first shows we did 
together. It must have been Dolly and Secret Garden respectively. You were both 
so great then even, but what powerhouses you have become. Korinne took a piece 
of my heart during 39 Steps showing me what it means to be a true team player. I 
will never forget what kindness and leadership Devin showed when he walked me 
through the nightmare “one night only” show at Dolly. I can’t wait to see what you 
two can come up with in the years to come. I’m a forever fan.

Lilli, Kate, Crystal, whoever you are, thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
Coming into this I was terrified that I was no longer capable of being who I want 
to be on stage. Your kindness, compassion, guidance, and gentleness has made this 
transition feel so seamless(slapping excluded for bruised reasons). I could not have 
asked for a better partner. You are so talented, I have been delighted to have a front 
row seat to all of the wunder you have been able to create. You will always be my 
“favorite star.” With love, Freddy.

And to anyone else who happens across this, thank you for supporting the theatre.
It really means the world to me.

Love Always, 

Drew 



setting and songs

Setting: The Stage of Ford’s Theatre, Baltimore
Time: A very warm day in June, 1948

ACT 1
Another Op’nin’, Another Show - Full Cast

Why Can’t You Behave - Lois & Behave
Wunderbar - Fred & Lilli

So In Love - Lilli
We Open in Venice - Katharine, Petruchio, Bianca, Lucentio
Tom, Dick or Harry - Bianca, Gremio, Hortensio & Lucentio
I’ve Come to Wive it Wealthily in Padua - Petruchio & Men

I Hate Men - Katharine
Were Thine That Special Face - Petruchio

Cantiamo D’Amore - Ensemble
Kiss Me, Kate - Petruchio, Katharine & Ensemble

INTERMISSION

ACT 2
Entr’acte - Petruchio, Katharine & Ensemble

Too Darn Hot - Paul & Ensemble
Where Is the Life that Late I Led? - Petruchio

Always True to You in My Fashion - Lois
From This Moment On - General Howell & Lilli

Bianca - Bill & Ensemble
So In Love (Reprise) - Fred

Brush Up Your Shakespeare - The Two Men
I Am Ashamed that Women Are So Simple - Katharine

Kiss Me, Kate (Reprise) - Katharine, Petruchio & Company

I’ve always enjoyed telling stories.  I used to dream about directing 
either TV shows or movies. Kiss Me, Kate has been a really 
refreshing story to tell. As a show within a show, it helped me truly 
learn to love Shakespeare and continue to add elements of comedy 
throughout the show. I am truly grateful for this cast and crew for all 
of their hard work and dedication to putting on such a phenomenal 
season nine closer. Thank you for coming and I hope you leave 
tonight just a little bit more joyful than when you came!

Director’s Note

Jen Curtis

RECYCLE YOUR PROGRAMS!
Thank you for your patronage at our show!

If you aren’t interested in keeping the playbill,
please leave it in one of the boxes located

on our concessions stand after the performance.

See you again soon!

Eats and Treats
next door 

before and after
the show!



PRODUCTION TEAM

Director/Music Director..............................................Jen Curtis

Assistant Director................................................. Isaac Merrick

Stage Manager......................................................... TC George

Assistant Stage Manager............................. Brycelynn Hunting

Choreographer.................................................. Taunia Wheeler

Props......................................................McKenna Christiansen

Costumes......................................................... Stacey Stamper

Costume Team................................ Rachel Smuin, Karen Laub

Seamstress........................................................ Susan Stamper

Sound Technician..............................................Megan Pearson

Light Technician................................................... Ashley Slaugh

Spotlights...................................RyLeigh Slaugh, Natacia Bliss

Set Construction........................... Daniel Jackson, TC George,

Jeff Allen, Steve Allen

Set Painting............ McKenna Christiansen, Nashelle Jackson,

Korinne Peacock, Mike Sorenson

Headshots............................................................ Joie Madison

Poster Design...................................................... Katie Flaniken

Playbill Layout.................................................... Andrea Wardle

Special Thanks
Roger Oblad, Jen Curtis, Emma Curtis, Riley Curtis, Skylar Curtis, 

Jay Haslem, Rachel Richens, Korinne Peacock

Helping you to capture your cherished memories.
Call or text to get your session booked.

435-770-0992



We Know
Emergency
Care
We Know the Basin.
The only emergency room in Vernal 
backed by a local hospital.
Chest Pain Accredited | Stroke Receiving 
Hospital | Level IV Trauma Center

Providing 24/7 Coverage for:
• General surgery
• Orthopedics
• OB/Gyn
Stroke Receiving Facility
Ashley Regional Medical Center holds 
the status of “Stroke Receiving Facility” 
from the Utah Department of Health.
Level IV Trauma Designation
This designation requires 24/7/365 
general surgery and orthopedic care 
through the hospital emergency room.

Chest Pain Accreditation
Accreditation received by the American 
College of Cardiology based on 
rigorous on-site evaluation of our 
team’s ability to evaluate, diagnose and 
treat patients who may be experiencing 
a heart attack. AshleyRegional.com

150 W 100 N
Vernal, UT 84078

435.789.3342
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Senior Send-Off Under the Stars
May 12th • 6:30pm - 9:30pm
USU Uintah Basin Vernal Campus
320 Aggie Blvd, Vernal

Seniors! Celebrate your graduation with an outdoor movie night at USU
Uintah Basin.

Enjoy FREE hot dogs and Aggie Ice Cream
Play outdoor games including cornhole, pickleball, and more
Learn about local scholarships and programs available at USU Uintah
Basin

USU Uintah Basin Summer Concert
July 9th • 7pm
USU Uintah Basin Vernal Campus
320 N. Aggie Blvd Vernal

Join us for a FREE concert for the whole family with live music from The
Proper Way. Bring your blankets/chairs and hammocks. Food trucks are
invited. Tents & alcohol are not allowed.

For more information, contact Carolyn Norris at carolyn.norris@usu.edu.

USU Uintah Basin's
Upcoming Events

• B/W and Color Copies (Bond, Matte, Glossy and Multi-Color Paper)
• Wide Format Printing including Banners and Canvas Materials
• Plan Scanning (Up to 36” Wide)
• Spiral Binding of Books and Special Projects
• Label Sheet printing including many precut sizes and shapes
• Faxing and Scanning to Email, USB
• NCR (carbonless) multi part report and receipt books
• Laminating (5ml) up to 26” Wide
• Business Cards (B/W and Color, Single or Double Sided)
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36 W 100 S • VERNAL, UT • MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00 am - 5:30 pm

(435) 789-8275  •  Email:  copystop@ubtanet.com

CUT OUT AND PRESENT THIS AD FOR 10% OFF YOUR NEXT ORDER!
(ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER - NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS)

Senior Send-Off Under the Stars
May 12th • 6:30pm - 9:30pm
USU Uintah Basin Vernal Campus
320 Aggie Blvd, Vernal

Seniors! Celebrate your graduation with an outdoor movie night at USU
Uintah Basin.

Enjoy FREE hot dogs and Aggie Ice Cream
Play outdoor games including cornhole, pickleball, and more
Learn about local scholarships and programs available at USU Uintah
Basin

USU Uintah Basin Summer Concert
July 9th • 7pm
USU Uintah Basin Vernal Campus
320 N. Aggie Blvd Vernal

Join us for a FREE concert for the whole family with live music from The
Proper Way. Bring your blankets/chairs and hammocks. Food trucks are
invited. Tents & alcohol are not allowed.

For more information, contact Carolyn Norris at carolyn.norris@usu.edu.

USU Uintah Basin's
Upcoming Events

Diana Carney, LCSW

Like a lotus flower, we too 
rise from the mud, bloom out 
of the darkness, and radiate 
into the world.

280 W 100 N Ste A, Vernal
435-210-0997



SUMMER CLASSES
STARTING IN JUNE

MASTER CLASSES!
YOUTH CLASSES!

REGISTER ONLINE
TODAY!

vernaltheatre.com/classes-workshops/



Under the direction of Taunia 
Wheeler, the Powerhouse Dance 
Studio focuses on technique while 
building self-esteem and the love 
of dance. Learn multiple styles of 

dance from the best teachers!

For more information, email
info@powerhousedancer.com

POWERHOUSE
DANCE STUDIO
POWERHOUSE
DANCE STUDIO

• 1325 W HWY 40 •

ballet • pointe
jazz • contemporary
hip-hop • pre-dance

cheer • tumbling

872 W Highway 40 Vernal

435-781-8899



CAST BIOSCAST BIOS

ALAN PEACOCK  General Harrison Howell
“Another general in another show, another opportunity to ‘yell’ 
at Andrew Bentley. Who could pass that up?” Alan is grateful to 
be doing this show with his family. After all, a family that (does) 
plays together…

RILEY CURTIS  Stagehand #3 / Haberdasher
Riley is so excited to be back on stage after a few years of not 
doing theatre. He is excited to be working with his sister on 
stage and being directed by his talented mother.
“Thank you for watching the show.”

ANDREW BENTLEY  Fred Graham / Petruchio
“Once upon a time……..later!”

RYAN BARTHOLOMEUSZ  Ensemble
Ryan is excited to be back on the stage. He loves performing 
for people and is excited for you to enjoy the show.
“Go Dodgers!”

BRONSON MERRILL  Pops / Padua Priest
“Hey my name is Bronson this is my FIRST appearance in a 
season musical! Some of my past favorite roles are “Cosmo 
Brown” from Singin in the Rain JR, “Earthworm” from James 
and the Giant Peach JR and “Coach Bolton” from High School 
Musical JR: my very first production! Altogether, this will be my 
ninth production with Vernal Theatre: LIVE!”

SAMANTHA SAINE  Ensemble
Samantha is excited to be performing in her first show at Vernal 
Theatre: LIVE! This production has reawakened her passion 
for theater and dance, and she deeply appreciates the support 
she’s gotten from her family and the community. She has had a 
wonderful time working with this amazing team and hopes you 
enjoy tonight’s performance!

CRYSTAL THOMAS  Lilli Vanessi / Katharine Minola
Crystal is so excited to be back at Vernal Theatre: LIVE! She 
was last seen as the Music Director for Songs for a New World 
and “Mrs. Hubbard” in Murder on the Orient Express. She is 
the wife of the most amazing and talented man, and mother to 
three children here and two in heaven. She is so grateful to her 
amazing family for letting her be a part of this special show that 
will have a place in her heart for many years to come.

STEPHANIE BARKER  Hattie / “Bianca” Singer
Stephanie is a fiery redhead navigating the chaos of 
motherhood while making an appearance in the latest musical! 
Teaming up with her husband for their fourth theatre duo, she’s 
determined to bring some magic to the stage—even with a 
newborn in tow. Overwhelmed but unstoppable, watch this 
dynamic duo juggle props and parenting, proving that nothing 
can dim their spotlight—even sleep deprivation!

DEVIN REYNOLDS  Bill Calhoun / Lucentio
“I am very excited to be a part of this production of
Kiss Me, Kate. It has definitely been the most intense as
far as rehearsals go, but it has been worth it.
I hope you all enjoy. :)”

SYDNIE HANBERG  Stagehand #2 / Philip
Sydnie is excited to perform with the cast of Kiss Me, Kate 
as part of her eighth performance with Vernal Theatre: LIVE. 
Having been involved in theatre since the age of eight, Sydnie 
is thrilled to bring her passion to the stage. She is deeply 
grateful for the unwavering support of her friends and family. 
“Love you guys!” And to the audience— “Enjoy the show!”

ELLY YOUNG  Stagehand #1 / Nathaniel
Elly is so excited to be a part of this show, and her second 
Vernal Theatre: LIVE performance! After a year and a half 
sabbatical from dance, she is grateful Ms. Taunia made the cast 
“Too Darn Hot”. Elly has worked hard and can’t wait to show off 
what she has learned. She thanks you for joining this show, and 
she hopes you have a wonderful night!

ZACH BEAN  Gen Howell Aide / Hortensio
Zach is excited to act in his second production at
Vernal Theatre: LIVE. Despite the long commute, he loves
being a part of such a wonderful group of people who make
all these plays come to life.



CAST BIOSCAST BIOS

LANDYN ANDERTON  Second Man (Thug) / “Aide” to Kate
Landyn is excited to be in this show. “That’s it, that’s all. God 
bless us, everyone!”

EMMA CURTIS  Dance Captain / Gregory
Emma is thrilled to be performing in her 12th production. 
She has enjoyed having the opportunity to create storytelling 
through the arts. This show will mark her exit from Vernal as 
she embarks on a new adventure serving the people of Ghana 
for 18 months. “Thanks for coming! I hope you enjoy the show!”

MAGGIE BARRUS  Ensemble
This is Maggie’s fourth play at Vernal Theatre: LIVE. It has been 
quite a while since she has been in those plays, so she is very 
excited to be back! “Enjoy the show!”

ISAAC MERRICK  Gen Howell Aide / Gremio
“My performance tonight is dedicated to my wonderful nieces 
Sadie and Ellie!”

MAYCEE ALLRED  Ensemble
Maycee is so excited to be in this production of Kiss Me, Kate 
at Vernal Theatre : LIVE. The dancing, the singing, all of it is 
spectacular. Audiences aren’t prepared for this wonderful show. 
Maycee is grateful for the new friendships and rekindling of old 
ones. “Enjoy the show!”

JEFF ALLEN  First Man (Thug) / “Aide” to Kate
“Every time I think I’m out, Vernal Theatre: LIVE pulls me back 
in! I can’t be reasoned with. I don’t feel pity, remorse, or fear. 
And I absolutely will not stop... ever, until you are entertained!  
So brush up your Shakespeare and enjoy the show!”

MELISSA FRANCISCO  Ralph (Stage Manager)
Melissa has four children who are her whole world. Kiss Me, Kate 
is the fourth production she has been in and she is grateful to 
all the family who make it possible for her to do shows. Melissa 
loves to crochet and has a book buying problem. She also 
dreams of being a published novelist someday.

KATHRYN PEACOCK  Wardrobe Lady / “Bianca” Singer
Kathryn enjoys being with her family on and offstage. The last 
time she was onstage with them was during Joseph and The 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat at Vernal Theatre: LIVE. She 
has enjoyed working with this wonderful cast and hopes you 
enjoy this wonderful show.

PARRY PEACOCK  Harry Trevor / Baptista Minola
“Interestingly enough, this is the second time I’ve played my 
sister’s father in a play. All jokes aside, I’m glad that we’re 
finally dipping our toes into some Shakespeare. I’ve been 
enjoying the speech and acting that goes with that.”

KINLEY RICH  Ensemble
“I have been so happy to be in this show and am honored to 
work with this wonderful cast. When I’m not acting, I love to 
play the violin, dance in ballet productions and sing. I’m so glad 
you came to “Brush Up on your Shakespeare” and know you’ll 
love the show!”

PRESTON BARKER  Paul / “Bianca” Singer
From the womb of his mother to stage of all the playas! 
Preston is excited to do this show, have a good time and 
improve his nunchuck skills.

KORINNE PEACOCK  Lois Lane / Bianca Minola
Korinne grew up watching the movie Kiss Me, Kate and is 
excited to be performing it onstage with her brother and 
parents. She loves her family and Vernal Theatre: LIVE and is 
always happy when the two come together.


